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Robert R. Ryder created this bust of the late biologist and conservationist Rachel Carson, and gifted it to UU Falmouth.
The sculpture depicts the author in her ﬁfties, when she was writing Silent Spring.

The coronavirus is a wake-up call. It reminds us that some of the biggest dangers faced by the
human race, and all living things on Cape Cod and Earth, are invisible to us.
Thanks to researchers, we have had other wake-up calls that have given us opportunities to avoid
some of the worst destruction of what we need to stay healthy—our environment. The late Rachel
Carson, the biologist and author who spent time studying in Woods Hole and wrote the book,
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“Silent Spring,” is recognized as the mother of modern environmentalism. Her work led directly to
the nationwide ban of DDT and other pesticides that were harming birds, and led indirectly to more
education, research and action.
Now a statue of Rachel Carson will reside at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship meeting house at
840 Sandwich Road, East Falmouth, to inspire more people to take positive action.
Last spring, the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Falmouth (UU Falmouth) asked sculptor Robert
Ryder of Mashpee to create a bust of Dr. Carson to commemorate her life’s work and her groundbreaking contributions to environmentalism.
As Robert Reece, physician, local author and member of UU Falmouth, explains, “I have always
admired Rachel Carson’s work to build our awareness that we need to be careful with the fragile
balance of nature here on the Cape and islands and around the globe. Bob Ryder is my sculpting
teacher. When I asked him if he could create a bust of Dr. Carson, he not only agreed to do it but
oﬀered to do the work without cost, as a tribute to her work and UU Falmouth’s leadership in
environmentalism and eco-justice.”
Mr. Ryder told Dr. Reece that he wanted to create something diﬀerent.
“The statue of Rachel Carson in Woods Hole [by David Lewis, installed in Waterfront Park in 2013]
is beautiful. It is what she looked like in her youth when she was just starting her work,” said Mr.
Ryder. “I wanted to create something that reﬂected her image when she wrote the book, “Silent
Spring.’ ”
“Silent Spring” was ﬁrst published in three installments in The New Yorker magazine, inspiring John
F. Kennedy, as had her previous writing, including “The Sea Around Us,” some of it written oﬀ the
coast of Cape Cod. Rachel Carson was 55 when “Silent Spring” came out in 1962. She died less
than two years later of complications from cancer.
UU Falmouth is working with more than 30 congregations as a leading member of the Faith
Communities Environmental Network of Cape Cod Climate Change Collaborative.
“Our vision is for all faiths to work together to protect the environment with eco-justice on Cape
Cod and the Islands, the Sacred Wampanoag Homeland,” said Susan Starkey, co-chairwoman of
FCEN. “The diverse traditions of our network of faith communities all include a deep respect for
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and commitment to protect our environment and advance eco-justice. The only way this can be
done eﬀectively is by addressing climate change and protecting the environment together with
racial, economic, and social justice.”
Ms. Starkey believes “We do that through learning together, sharing best practices, advocacy, and
building a diverse community that inspires hope and action to protect the interdependent web of
life.”
The new Rachel Carson sculpture will be displayed permanently in UU Falmouth’s meeting house in
East Falmouth. It will serve to remind members, friends, and visitors alike of the fragility of the
natural world around us, to provide hope, and to inspire all of us to protect the earth and the beauty
of the Cape and islands. As we walk our beaches and trails, smell the salt air, and watch and listen
to the amazing birds around us, may we be reminded of the great opportunity we are faced with at
this time to come together and care for each other and this heavenly place we call our home.
Don Mallinson, an environmental action leader at UU Falmouth, believes that “thanks to Rachel
Carson’s standing up to chemical companies and challenging traditional thought at the time, we
learned how those chemicals were causing cancer, destroying our water sources and killing oﬀ
insects that pollinate the plants that support all life.”
UU Falmouth has been celebrating the author’s work for many years. Julia Withers, former
chairwoman of UU Falmouth’s Social Action Committee, explains, “Rachel Carson holds a special
place in our history and hearts. For years we have conducted our annual Rachel Carson dinner,
oﬀered many Whole Life Learning programs on climate change and environmentalism, and tried to
follow in her footsteps with our Green Sanctuary Certiﬁcation and Environmental Action eﬀorts.”
Dr. Carson’s inﬂuence on her readers and the hearts and minds of Americans was not just by
sharing the truth about the dangers of chemicals. As Dr. Jessica Mark-Welch, associate scientist at
the Marine Biological Laboratory and UU environmental action team member, says, “Rachel
Carson’s impact was special in the way she combined her knowledge of the science with her
special talent to paint pictures with her beautiful descriptions of the natural world and her inspiring
drawings of the awesome habitat all around us.”
The Rev. David Kohlmeier, minister of UU Falmouth, says “environmental protection has always
been an important part of our mission. We believe that faith is born out of a shared responsibility to
live principled lives.”
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The sources of the anxiety and stress we have been experiencing this year are interconnected.
What we have done, and not done, to protect our precious environment, and to respect one
another, has caused racial and economic divisions, climate change, political unrest, food and
housing instability, and social and environmental injustice. But there is hope.
To successfully prevent and deal with our environmental and health challenges, we must stand
together as one Cape, one nation and one world. Our ability to maintain environmental and social
balance will allow us and future generations to survive and live in harmony with each other and the
Earth.
Dr. Stern is a resident of Falmouth. He is on the board of UU Falmouth and is leader of its
Environmental Action Team. He serves on the Leadership Council of the Faith Communities
Environmental Network of the Cape Cod Climate Change Collaborative.
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